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Multicultural Philanthropist guided by Faith
teeve Kay (5105£15; born 1943) is an enlightened and
Sactively involved philanthropist with an international
outlook. His multi-pronged approach to charitable giving
supports programs with lasting impacts to unleash human
potentials and strengthen communities. An innovative
technologist, entrepreneur, and inspired business
executive, Mr. Kay engages every situation with his
trademark total-immersion and holistic involvement,
integrating business and philanthropy with quantum
theory, Eastern & Western philosophies; and most
importantly, all endeavors are guided by a profound sense
of spirituality. Evidently, his perception of the world is
viewed through the prism of his multicultural upbringing,

and his lens extends to the universe with which we are
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connected. Mr. Kay is keenly interested in connectivity
and connections - from the connection of individuals with
the community to spiritual connections, from global
connections to the relationship of humankind to the
universe at large. At age 78, Steeve Kay exudes
intellectual passion, quick wit and an easy air of self-
assuredness that comes with his deep sense of faith and a
conviction of philanthropy as a force of moral imperative.

On this balmy spring day in May 2021, as Mr. Kay
gazes out to the seemingly endless sage-clad canyon just
beyond his garden, smartly dressed yet relaxed in a navy
Nehru jacket with matching trousers, and donning a tweed
Ivy cap, it almost seems as though he is inviting his
visitors to listen to the birdsongs and insect trills in his
natural environs. As he momentarily communes with
nature, his keen glances quickly return indoors into the
elegant drawing room to recount his multi-faceted
philosophy, and his fascinating and eventful life journey -
the scope of which merits a biopic.

“Why is it more blessed to give than to receive?”
Steeve Kay asks rhetorically. “Because in giving to others
and serving God’s purpose, it makes one happy. You
receive multi-fold in fulfillment than you extend to

others.”

Eventful Life Journey from Bai Qi to Irvine:
Legacy as a predictor of the future

Mr. Kay’s journey began as a child of two wars, first
World War II and then the Chinese Civil War. Three hard-
bound tomes detailing 19 generations of his ancestry

occupy a prominent position in his stately living room.
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Born in 1943 in Baiqi, Quanzhou, a famous historic city in
Fujian province situated on the Maritime Silk Route, Mr.
Kay’s ancestors were Muslims (as were the majority of the
citizenry in the community); his courageous Great-
grandmother converted to Christianity. At age 6, the
family escaped civil strife and left for Yangon, Myanmar,
where Mr. Kay was immersed in the multicultural
influences of the Burmese society in the then British
territory, and where he completed his primary and
secondary education in Chinese school, assimilating
Chinese history and culture, followed by earning a six-
year B.S. (EE) degree from Rangoon Institute of
Technology (RIT). Steeped in the fundamental scientific
and technological knowledge from the West, and armed
with a solid foundation in the English language gleaned
from the U.S. Information Service (USIS) English
Language Institute, Mr. Kay handily passed the high level
“GCE” examination of the University of London. As an
adolescent, while studying English at the USIS, Steeve
Kay had harbored the dream of immigrating to the U.S.
Following the devastating Burmese coup when the
parliamentary republic led by the civilian government was
usurped by the socialist military regime, the Kay family’s
adopted country was plunged into socialism. Overnight,
private assets were seized and schools were nationalized.
The ensuing diaspora saw Mr. Kay emigrating to the US
in pursuit of the American dream of his adolescence.

Due to his academic excellence, Steeve Kay was
admitted to Stanford University where he furthered his
studies and obtained an MSEE. He then joined Siliconix in

Silicon Valley and invented the world’s first group of
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Power MOSFETs (see Technological Breakthrough
below). He relocated to Irvine to take on the technical
management responsibilities at Hughes Aircraft in
Newport Beach while earning his MBA at Pepperdine
University. In 1981, with his sister Dr. Lay Kay (M.D.),
Mr. Kay founded QTC Management Inc., a medical

services enterprise.

The Four Pillars of KFF’s Philanthropy: Faith,
Education, Medical Research, and the Arts

In 2005, after QTC Management Inc., the company
he had founded was acquired by a private equity firm, Mr.
Steeve Kay established the Kay Family Foundation (KFF)
to benefit society and the communities with which the Kay
family interacts; and together with his loving wife Helen
and their children, he has since worked tirelessly to donate
funds in four major areas: Faith-based institutions,
Academic institutions in the US and in Asia, Medical
research projects, and Arts organizations. The unifying
basis for all KFF donations is to share God’s love and
serve society. KFF’s primary focus is to invest in programs
that unleash human potential and strengthen communities
and is less interested in the naming of edifices. One of the
Kay Family Foundation’s core values is that everyone has
a God-given purpose in life, leading to personal growth
and reaching their full promise. STEM education unlocked
a world of possibilities for Mr. Kay, as he immigrated to
Silicon Valley from China via Myanmar at the height of
the IT revolution. His gratitude for the opportunities the
United States had afforded him drives KFF’s approach in

assisting others to acquire a high-quality education. Steeve
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Kay has attained his own American dream since
adolescence and he wishes to lead the younger generation
to achieve their own American dreams as well.

As with all endeavors, Mr. Kay delves into every
donation with care and gusto. Grantees receive far more
than the needed funding; they also receive invaluable
advice in the form of management know-how as well as
the ability to bring fresh ideas vis-a-vis global
connectivity. Some of his Board memberships include
serving on the Board of Trustees at UC Irvine and as a
member of the President’s Cabinet of Chapman University.
He is the founder of the Center for E-Health Research and
a member of the Kay Health Information Research Center
at the Claremont Graduate University. He is also a visiting
professor at Yangon Technological University in Myanmar
as well as at Xiamen University in Amoy, China. Mr. Elim
Kay, the youngest son of Mr. Steeve Kay, currently serves
on the board of Trustees at UC Irvine, and is the co-
sponsor of the “Al for Good” summit of the United
Nations at ITU, Switzerland. In all, KFF provides the
requisite training for thousands of elite talents with
impressive results.

To date, KFF has funded a tad over $32 million of
donations to various causes. Some of the grantees selected
thus far include Mr. Kay’s Alma maters, Stanford
University and Yangon University of Technology,
Myanmar. Other higher education institutions which have
received substantial donations are: University of
California, Irvine, University of California, Riverside,
University of California, Los Angeles, Claremont

Graduate School, Chapman University, Tsinghua
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University, (Beijing, China), Xiamen University (China),
Biola University, Evangelical Theological Seminary,
Singapore Theological Seminary, Concordia University,
Irvine, and World Vision, etc. Significant patronage to the
local community includes contributions for the
construction of the Irvine Senior Center, Irvine Chinese
School /South Coast Chinese Cultural Center. Mr. Kay
finds it gratifying to witness that the Chinese Americans
have been interwoven into the City of Irvine’s social

fabric.

Technological breakthrough in the
semiconductor industry

A recognized “Father of the Power MOSFETSs”, Mr.
Kay is regarded as one of the pioneers in the early
information revolution. His imprint in the semiconductor
industry can be felt in all the large-scale data centers
today. In the 1970s, while working as a design engineer at

Siliconix in Silicon Valley, Mr. Kay first redesigned and

Mr. and Mrs. Kay with grandkids
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then invented the first generation of power MOSFETs
(Metal-Oxide Semiconductor Field-Effect Transistors) that
powered each and every desktop personal computer
produced and used in the ‘80s and ‘90s. He then developed
a power MOSFET that can amplify megawatts of power in
a NASA-funded project, for which he was awarded the
NASA Science & Technology Innovation Award.

Entrepreneurial / Managerial Prowess

In 1981, Mr. Kay, joined by his sister Dr. Lay Kay
(M.D.) founded a medical services enterprise, QTC
Management Inc., to provide national disability benefits
evaluations. In his capacity as the CEO of QTC, Mr. Kay
inspired his colleagues to achieve excellence with all the
available motivational tools, including personally writing
catchy jingles for company Christmas parties. QTC’s
proprietary integrated information systems transformed the
complex & unwieldy disability benefit market. Under Mr.
Kay’s leadership, QTC garnered 8 patents for disability
evaluation software, and enabled tens of thousands of
doctors and medical staff to perform the “disability
appraisal” throughout all 50 states in the US.

For his outstanding leadership skills, Mr. Kay was
bestowed the 2003 “Ernst & Young Enterprise Leadership
Award”.



Spiritual thinker exploring 3-D Quantum
Human Model

As a thinker, Mr. Kay founded the Cuberint Institute.
The mission of the Institute is to develop a 3-D Human
Model utilizing the quantum concept to crack the code of
spirituality mystic --- thus enabling every human to realize
his/her God-given potentials. To ensure the long-term
impact of the Cuberint Institute, Mr. Kay has laid the
foundation for its continuing success. A recent endowment
in March 2021 illustrates that strategy - the Cuberint
Institute funded $1.3M in the “CHC — Cancer Health
Coach Program” being developed by Dr. Jafari, Professor
at UCL

American Dream - Legacy for future
generations

Looking toward the future, Mr. Steeve Kay is full of
hope. Mr. Kay places his trust in the central tenet of the
American creed: The commitment to provide everyone
with a fair chance to develop their own talents to the
fullest extent. The current discourse on racial inequality
notwithstanding, Steeve Kay firmly believes that America
is still the land of opportunity where every person has a
fair shake in realizing their own God-given talents to
achieve exceptional results. Socialism has convinced him
that the doctrine of providing equal outcome a priori for
everyone is deeply flawed and is counter to human nature.
By dint of hard work and the strong foundation of faith,
Steeve Kay himself has realized his own American dream.
Life’s voyage may be full of travails, but with preparation

and skill, anchored in faith, our future generations will sail

through tempestuous waters to reach their American
Dream. By his example, Mr. Kay inspires us all and leads
the way forward.

(English version written by Gloria Dahlberg)



